KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
POLICE QUESTIONING: Be calm and dont get smart to the police.
You have the right to remain silent - including written statements other than giving your name, address, and if in an age-sensitive situation, your date of birth.
You dont have to go anywhere with police unless arrested. not even
a just come over here so I can talk to you.
You have the right to speak to a free lawyer on the Bill of Rights list.
If you are under 17 you have the right to have a supportive adult
with you at the station.

AT SCHOOL: A teacher can search your bag only if you agree. Teachers cant search whole classes without the consent of each student.
Teachers cant use physical forch to search students or their bags.
Police can search students for drugs at school only if you agree to it,
they have a search warrant, they arrest you, or they have reasonable
grounds to believe you have drugs on you. If you are questioned about
a serious discipline matter, you have the right to not say anything and
cant be forced to make a statement. You also have the right to ask for
someone to support you - this could be a parent or other family member, dean, teacher, guidance counsellor, youth advocate or any other
person you trust. For more help and information, contact Youthlaw
Project on 09 309-6967 www.youthlaw.co.nz

SEARCHES: Police can search you, your bag or car if (a) you let them, (b)
they arrest you, (c) they have a search warrant, or (d) they have reasonable
grounds to believe you have drugs on you
(this could include smelling or seeing drugs
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AT THE STATION: If you are arrested, you must go with them.
Ask for your lawyer or another
from the Bill of Rights list. Dont
be videoed, dont make deals,
dont nark. You must give your
name, address, date and place
of birth, and occupation - nothing else. You have the right to
not make a statement, and the
police must inform you of this.
You have the right to know the
nature and cause of the charge,
at the time of arrest. You have
the right to consult a lawyer.

IN COURT: If you dont have a
lawyer, you can represent yourself or use the free services of
the Duty Soliciter. Never plead
guilty! Enter no plea on your
first appearance so you have time
to plan a defence, and not guilty
on your second. The police actually only have to prove a case
against you if you plead not guilty.
You have the right to see all evidence they have against you before your trial - write to the officer in charge at the police station where you were arrested,
asking for full disclosure of the
evidence they have against you.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON YOUR RIGHTS CONTACT
DRIVING: An officer can stop any car
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COMPLAINTS: Dont argue at the time, tell your lawyer and/or a
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you and youre with your vehicle at the time, or (d) under the Crimes
that happens, and get any witnesses to do the same.
Act police can now search search any car and its occuTake photos of any injuries, and see a doctor as soon as
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possible. You can make a formal complaint to the Police
Complaints Authority, PO Box 5025 Wellington,
Freephone 0800 503 728.
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